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Sir. Michael eArmyne Baronet, 
aces C eipn0n, © 

nORTHY SIR, 
©E Hen ſo many adyenture 
V9 to come abroadin print, 
BAS ic were wiſdom (my beſt 
2 Friends will cell me) © 
retireand keep home. V'Vhile [ 
reſerve my thoughts to my ſelf, I 
am Maſter of them, but when I 
communicate them to the world, 
another hath the commandof then, 
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The Epiſtle | 
© to cenſureand condemn them as he 
_ thinks good. Allthe while a man 
remains in the Port, there 1snodan. 
ger of ſhipwreck; but when he 


firikes up fail, and puts forth to Fea, 


he muſt look to meet with ſome 
croſſe and maleyolent blaſt or other, 


and prepare for it. 
This hard lot I have rather cho 


ſen to undergoe, than to return a 


churliſh Negative te the juſt -and | 


modeſtrequeſt ofmyNoble Friend, 
Such a ferce, and command your 
many faveurs have laid upon me, 
asthat what at the firſt I found my 
ſpirit moſt averſe unto,] readily and 
willingly complied with act the laſt. 
It is nothing you defire; when | 
conſider how much I owe. 

REY FRSUny OC. 


Dedicatory. 


[ here preſent to you a meaty 
Piece, which begs. your Acceptance. 
and Patronage, even for His ſake 


| who isthe Subjetof it. Anditis 
but reaſon, that you that were fo 


nearly concern'd in! the 'lofle of a 
dear Brother, ſhould now challenge 
no mean ſhare 1n his comfortable 
Exit,and departureout of this world, 
You haye here the lively Character 
of atrue Pemitent ; while he is dead, 
he yet ſpeaks, Follow me not in my tb.11-4; 
Sins, but follow me in my Repen- 
tance : Do not as I have done, but 
weep as have done. VV hen Zeno. 
demanded. of the Oracle,, How he 


might order his Life beſt: anſwer was 


made NIM,, & ouſ aeuliCole: mis res, 1£? any ok 
he. were of the ſame. colour witts 5 


the: 


The Epiſtle 


the Dead ; that is, if he did con- 


verſe and acquaint himſelf with the 


VVritings and Books of the Anci- 


ents. 

If you deſire to live well,remem- 
ber your dear Brother, that 1s dead 
and gone ; remember his Prayers, 
his T ears, his many choice exprel- 


ſions that fell from him in his ſick 
neſs. This 1s a\widt{s mi; vexgers, td 


joyn our ſelyes to our dead Friends, 
and to come neartothem 1n an holy 
remembrance of their Lives and 
Actions, that we may learne from 
their Copy, how to live, and how 
to die. Remember him in the ble(- 
ſed end he made; remember that 
holy Abhorrency and Deteſtation 
he had of his ſins, and let your own 


Motto 
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Motto in your Coat of Arms, be 
your conſtant reſolution , Mallem x 
mori, quam fedari, I had rather die, 
than {ble my Name and Henour 
with Sin. : 

[ ſhall onely put up this Requeſt 
toHeaven for you, that as you have 
and by his Death in a Temporal 
way, ſo you may be noloſerby it in 
a Spiritual conſideration, that you 
may learn to die as he did : And as 
now you are the Heir of his Eſtate 
and Fortune, ſo you may prove the 
Heir of his Piery and Humility ;and 
| after you have ſerved your own ge-- 
nerationin faithfulneſsand integrity, 
the Lord give you a Rightand T1i- 


tle to that inheritance which is a- 


bove, an inheritance incorruptible,un- , p,., 4. 


oefiled, 


ASD 
Ss! 


T he Epiſile, &c. = j 


defiled, and that fadeth not away, re. 
ſerved i heaven for all that love the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt in fmncerity. This 
ſhall ever be the Prayer of | 


+ Noble Stry 


Your moſt deyoted Friend to ſerye and 
honour you, 
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PSAL-. 90.12. 


So teach us to uumber our dayes, that we may apply onr 
hearts unto wiſdome, 


Uch is the pravity of our natures, ever (ince 
= thefirſt fall of Adazy, as that we prove very 
| apt Scholars'to learn that which is 11], but 
DO We are wer dull and backward to minde 
*Y, any thing that is good, We want no tea- 
S ching to ſet us forward in the wayes of wic- 
kedneſs, but in the performance of the leaſt 
good, we are not able to move one ſtep, without the guidance 
and direRion of the holy Spirit of God, Therefore it is a good 
prayer of David for every one of us, P[al.143.10. Teach, 
me to do thy will, for thou art my God; thy Spirit is good, 
lead me into the land of "prog bemeſ® There are many 
Teachers abroad in the world, and more than know how to. 
teach aright; and there are many Do&rines which are daily 
preſt and intrided upon the weak and fimple, and more than 
ae uſeful and ſaying : But there is but /»um neceſſariums 
one thing that is needful, one thing in ſpecial to be minded and 
looked after, even ſo to live, as that we may become wile for \ 
ty, ſo to walk on carthy as that we may be fitted for ' 
B heayen, 


The true Accomptant. - 


heayen- This is the main Doctrine we are to learn, and our 
Inftru&er is God, We have none to teach us but God, and 
we have no other way to implore this favour of God, burby 
our prayers in the words of Moſes, Sorteach ws, &c, | 

You know the Penman of this aim by the Inſcription} 

A Prayer of Moſes the man of God; and I think itis ſafe 
tokee So the letter of the Text, than to buſie yourt | 
with the variqus and doubtful conjeQtures we meet with in ans 
cient and modern Expofitors. _ - 

The Text isa Prayer to God to teach us the true Art of 
Arithmetick, to make us true Accomptants for Heaven, how 
we may know to number our dayes aright, Ia this Prayer ye 
meet with two things : | - . 

Firſt, What he begs of God; x+ To number his dayes, 
2, To be taughtthis duty. 3. To be taught it in ſuch a man« 
ner, So teach us. . 

Secondly, the end wherefore he begs this of God, That ye 
way apply, Bc. : 

The end is the gain of true wiſdom , to make us wiſe 
for Heaven. And here we have. _ | 

x. The kinde and nature of this wiſdom, what this wiſdom 
is, of which Moſes here ſpeaks» and that is in making 
ow beſt proyifion we can for the eternal welfare of ow 


$ 

2+ TheſubjeR of it, our Hearts, 

3. The means of obtaining this wiſdom, and that is by the 
confideration and thought of Death. By the carcful num- 
h__ our dayes we attain this wiſdom, The medication of 
Death makes us truly wiſe, ; 

Before we faſten upon the Text we will take a ſuryeyf 
the Contexts which ſtands thus : 

1, Obſerve, Moſes having ſpoken of the wrath of Godin 
the foregoing verſe, ///ho knoweth the power of thine anger? 
even pron. to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath: of the ſudden 
he betakes himſelf roprayer. The thought and conſideration 
of Gods anger makes us to pray- | w 

2+ Obſerye hereafter thar 2oſes had given us a deſcription 
of the wrath of Grd preſently his thoughts are taken ip 
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with the meditation of Death. The wrath of God thought 

of » makesusrothink of Death. | 
Firſt, of the firlt : The anger of God meditated upon, makes Obſerv-x, 

us to fly to our prayers, The fear of this quickned the deyo- 

tion of Tehoſhaphar, 2 Chron.20,3. And Tehoſhaphar feared, 

and ſet himſelf to ſeck the Lord. He feared, therefore he 

payed. The loopit of Gods anger way well bring us upon 

our knees, and when danger approacheth, it is high time to 

ſeek the Lord. The Romans made Fear a god, and wor-Payrem 

ſhipped it for agod ; the Indians worſhip the Deyil, for fartes: ſtiling 

heſhould hurt them; and all this ſhews us, whata command ,,4z;r. Cypre 

fear hath oyer the hearts of men to make chem to pray. They ge Tdol, ya- 

that neyerthink of God in the day of proſperity, will hatten qcac, 

tocall upon him in the.day of trouble. The tex: ſayes, Fher 

the (hip was ready to ſink, the mariners were af a, and 

every man cried unto hs Gods Jon-1-5» A man will never 

ſooner acknowledge a Deity» then in the midl(t of his fears. 

Such i8the baſe ſpiric of mans as that the long-ſufferance and 
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rextis that ſo many believe there is no God, ſaith Texrtwullian, * 
nia ſeculd iratums, tam diu neſciunt, becauſe they do not ſee P4t10#t» Cos 
tGod is angry with the World ; they feel not the wrath of 
Goa, therefore they conclude he is no God; and as long as 
God holds off from puniſhing, they hold off from praying» 
His Judgements proye him a Gods when his Mercies cannot 
vr herbar World ſo much. Every man haſtensto ſeck che 
ord when he 1s angry ; his ſuſticeterrifies us, his Mercy har- 
deiSus; his Goodnefle makes us to rebel, his Anger teacheth 
u$t0 pray 3 We forget God when het is gracious, and fly amain 


. patienctof God makes ſome men turn meer Acheiſts. There- 
Þ Tertul. de 


_ tohim whea he threatens. 


Ler us often think of the Wrath of God and ler the thought # ſes 
of it ſofar work upon us, as to keep usin a conſtant awe and 
fearof God; and let this fear drive us to God by prayer» that 
tearing as we ought, We may pray as weare commanded, and 
praying, we may prevent the wrath of God. If our preſent 
forrdws do not move us, God will ſend greater ; and when 
our ſorrows are grown too great for us» we ſhall have little 
heart or comfort to pray, Let our fears then quicken our 
B 2 | prayersy 
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Anſelm. df the 
Boodt.Symb. Flaſhes of Lightning» the firftdid touchy the ſecond did burn, 
Princ, to 3. the thirddid rendand tear in pieces» 


the Context, After the Prophet had giyen us a deſcription = 


prayers, and-let our prayers be ſuch as are able to oyercome 
our fears: ſo both ways ſhal we be happy3in tat our fears haye 
taught us to prays and our prayers have made us to fear no 
more, Now is the time for us to prays before grief wax too 
ſtrong for us ; foxtherime may.come, when we ſhall not be 
able to pray, by reaſon of the too much ſenſe and feeling of 
the wrath of God upon us, Now our prayers 1n the time of 
health may be as Incenſe before the Lord, as a ſweet odour 
inthe noſtrils of God : but if we negle ro offer up this In- 
cenſe , we mult look for the Incenfe of Vengeance to fall 
down upon us» Apoc, 8. 5. If God take the Cenſer inhis 
hand, andfill it with the fire of his Wrath, then follows no- 
ag but thundrings, lightnings, and terrible commorions in 

oul. Veſpaſian Gonzaga gave for his Symbol three 


The firſt Afflition baply may lightly touch and affe& ug, 
the ſecond may ſcare us, and tir upthe fire of devotion inus, 
but the third will prove ſo terrible, as that it will tear aſunder 
all our prayers, and ſoterrifie our ſpirits, as that we ſhall not 
be able topour out our complaints before the Lordzor acquaint 
him with our troubles, The anger of God at the firſt may 


2 X71:10,44 be bur yeouÞprevy as a lictle Cloud, as big as a Mans hand, but 


if we neglect it, it may break out upon us with that fierceneſs 
and violence, as that it may interrupt our prayers, and hinder 
the aſcent of them to the Throne of Grace. Therefore before 
the wrath of God break forth upon us; let us ſeriouſly think of 


* it, andpreyeant it by our prayers: Lera timely fear incite our 


prayers, and quicken our deyotion- This holy fear will kindle 
an holy devocion in our hearts, and as a watchful keeper 
of the heart, ſhall ſuffer nothoughts to break forthz but ſuch 


#asſhall amount aloft to Heaven- As cold water makes the 


fire more fierce and vehement ; ſo does this fear make our 
prayers more earneſt and fervent. And that is our firſt Qb- 
fervation, The fear of Gods wrath drives us to our prayers 
and makes us the more importunate with God for mercy. 
The ſecond Concluſion now follows, which arifeth from 


+ The Wrath of Go 
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the wrath of Gods he pitcheth his next thoughts upon Death, 
And this brings in our next Obſeryation, | 


Death. : h 

He that ruminates upon the wrath of God which he hath in- 
curr*d by ſing muſt needs think of Death, the ſad effe& of fin. 
When I remember how far I have provoked the anger of a 


juſt God by Sin, I cannot chooſe but think of Death. This 


was Jobs caſe, who while he was under the wrath of Gods 
and felt not the comfort of the pardon of his Sins, he did ima=- 
gine chere was no other way but death with him, Fob 7.21 
Why doſt thou not pardon my tran[greſſion, and take away 


mine in'quities? for now ſhall I ſleep in the duſty and thow - 
ſhalt ſeek me in the morning, but 1 shall nothbe ; As if he” 


had ſaid, Deliver me, O Lord, fromthy wrath, and grant me 
the pardon of my Sins, otherwiſe I am bur as a dead man be- 


fore thee, Solomon ſpeaks of the wrath of a King»Pro-1 6:14; 
that it is as meſſengers of death; Surely then the Wrath of 


God may very well be as a Mcſſenger ſent from God to purus 
in minde of Death. If the wrath of Man be ſo fierce, what 
is the wrath of God? If the frown of a King ſtrike a man 
dead, what power.is there in the looks of an angry God to 
bringusto nothing > If the ſmoke of mans anger can do thisz 
What cannot the Flame of Gods wrath do, eyen conſume us- 
to yery aſhes ? | 

Dos the fear of Gods Wrath put us in minde of Death? 


IT» This diſcovers our own guilt, what a weight of (in lies upon 


our Souls; otherwiſe,what reaſon had we to tremble at the 
denunciation of Gods wrath againſt us, if we were not. con- 
ſcious to our ſelves of a world of wickednefſe which harbours 
in our breaſts? Were we not privy to a maſſe of Corruption. 
lurking within us, the fear of 'death. would neyer affright us. 
A ſtrong. wind is able to ſhake and bend che trongett tree, 
and the Wrath of God will make the moſt godly man aliye: 
to quake arid tremble. Imagine theeafieſt death that is, itcan> 
not be bur thai Nature will haye ſome ftruglings wich it, Ir is- 
impoſſible to die ſuch a death, as {hall have no pangs to at-- 


tead upon, its Thus jt is eyen in the death of the greateſt. 
Saints» 


a thought upon , makes us to think of Obſervy. 24, 


Uſe Te 
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#ſe 2s 


Judg,12.3s 


; Exod.9-1 Os 
Dax. $5+5, 


Saints, there muſt needs be ſome ſtrivings and wreſtlings i 
the Conſcience wich the wrath of God, The hear: of ng 
Chrittian is ſo far quieted and appraſed at the hour-of death, 
asthat all fear is baniſhed out of it, and a man hath not th: 
leaſt remembrance of (in, and of the wrath of Ged due to fa 
lodging in his breaſt. This holy fear is in the beſt of Gods 
children, and proves as an excellenc preparative for death. He 
is beſt ficted for Deaths that meditates often of the Wrath of 
God due to fin. . 

We ſee we have many occaſions preſented to us, to put us in 
minde of Death; we are never without ſome Watchword of 
other to beat the remembrance of Death into our thoughts, 


' David had Death ever in his eye, Pſal,119+109- My ſoul 


i continually in my hand ; like a Souldier he carried his i 
1 his hand, and was prepared for the next encounter, 
made ready forit, In all the judgements of God, Death,like 
the aſhes which 2Zoſes ſprinkled, 4s ſcattered and caft overall 
our heads. Death, likethe Hand-wricing upon the wall,ap- 
pears in all our families, and ſhes it felf in our houſes, 
in all places we comeinto : Whitherſoeyer we go, whereſo- 
ever we abide, we want not many repreſentations of Death 
before our eyes Let us therefore at alltimes and 1n all plac 
think of the wrath of God, and let the confideration ani 
thought of this make us to conſider and remember our latter 
end that come it never ſo ſoon) this day before the next» we 
may not beunproyided for it. | 
We have done wich the Context: Now let ustake a view 
of the Text it ſelf. | 
The firit thingthat preſencs it ſelf before us, is the matterof 
Moſes his Prayers andthat is to teach ustherrue Arr of Arith- 
merick, and mak? us good Accomprantsin the numbring of 
our dayes- I» The dayes that are paſt mult be numbred, 
2. The dayes that are yet to come- As God commanded ;ht 


ſeyeral manſions andplaces of abode, where the Iiraclites did 
\ make any ſtay) to beall numbred in a peculiar book enticed 


for that purpoſe, The Book, of Numb:rs : So God would 
have us to take a ſpecial account of all our dayes, and to 
reckon vp thoſe that are paſt, and thoſe that are to come {9 
conl1der 
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conſider how long we have liv'd, and how long we have 
yet to live. jp | 
' 1. Ourdayesthat are paſt muſt be numbred. David re- 


* counted the number of his days, and found them to be waſted 


dayes are conſumed like ſmoke. Our ven conſume and 
wear aways and every day we riſe, we draw nearer and 
neater to Corruption. n | 

t. We muſt reckon with qur ſelves what is ſpent of our 
years» how many are paſt and gone ; like a man that runs a 
racehe looks back and confidershow far he hath run already. 
A good Chriſtian callsto minde the whole courſe of his life, 
and counts with himſelf, how: many years are gone oyer' his 
head, how much time he hath loſt, and canfiot be recovered 


in, | 

2» INe muſt recount with our ſelyes, what is over-paſt of 
thegoodnefle of our years>whart good we have omitted, how 
many. precious opportunities we have loſt, which we might 
haye employed to Gods Glory, andthe furtherance of our own 
Salvation. A good Chriſtian reckons up every fin that is 
po wherein he fail*d, and came ſhort of the good he mighc 

ye dones how he might haye amended what was amiſle, if 
be had not been negligent and catelefle ; like an exaRt Limner, 
that looks over the Table to ſpy out what errours have eſcap'd 
him, and if he finde any) he preſently correts them, before 


hedraw off his hand from the Table. The like ought we to 


6, andtake a view of the ſeveral actions of our lives, and 
confider where we have been peccants and ſeek to. amend 
what is defe&tive, before we paſle out of this world, when it 
will be too late tocaſt up our Accompts, andin teadof num- 
bring a few years in this life > we ſhall be forc'd to num- 
ber up innumerable years of forrow and grief in another 
wor 


This ſerves for the juſt Reproof of thoſe that promiſe to 
themſclvesmany and many yearsto come, and yet never re- 
member the years that are palt; they preſume they have time 
enough to ſpare, and yet neyer confider how much time they 


haye ſpent already, The fool in the Goſpel befools _ 
W 


ER 
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with the hope of longer life, bur neyer makes reckonitlg of ; 
the years that are paſt, Luke 12.19- Soul, thou haſt much - 


fron laid up for many years, We are good Accomptants 
or the werldy but nor for our felves in what concerns the 


geod of our Souls. We can count our Money» our Goods; 


our Lands, but not our Years, which we haye miſ-ſpent in 
vain: wecan reckon upthe years of others, but not our ownz 
wecan eaſily ſur up the frailties of our brechren, but wecan- 
not. caſt up our own 3 We know the failings of other meny 
but we are ignorant of our own. Where's the man that 
brings tohis remembrance the fins of his years that are paſt? 
who 1s there among us that reckons up how many Sabbaths 
he hath profaned, how many vain Oachs he hath uttered, how 
many Lies: he hath told; how often he hath wrong'd his 


Neighbour by Deceit, Frauds” Injuftice and Oppreſſions how 


often he hath abus'd the good Creatures of God througlwRiot 
Exceſle and Intemperance?- How many ſoeyer our fins are 
that we bave committed, they arc all forgotten ; what 1s paſty 
It iStousas if it were never dones | Fa 

Itis not ſo with ſuch as truly fear God ; they make account 
of the leaſtfin, and call to minde day by day the many er- 
rours of theirlives- Holy men of God neyer have their fins 
our of, their fight : David had them everin his eye>Pſal. 51.3 
Ay fin # ever before me ; it was nevefourt of his thoughts, 
but continually betore himy as matter of ſorrow and grit to 


him. A truepenitent cannot eafily forget his fins, but thinks* 


of them often,,and.is daily and hourly troubled for tham ; 
but the careleſs finger neyer makes any reckoning of his fins 
as ſoon as they are paſt, and the ſweerneſs of the pleaſureig 
once over. He numbers-his fins indeed, bur itis by Addition 
and ao 4 ny 990 by Subtration; he continually addes 
to the old ſcore, burneyer tkes ought from ir ; or if he do 
number them at any rirhez he makes but Cyphers of them» he 
flights and makes light of-rhem, and think 
meerblanks-. Let us make more reckoning of our fins, and 
take a {iri&t account of them » and compute the fins of our 
wg na our grown years, the ſins: of our old age; 
us labour to know the full number and tale of them; _ 
A. :& , V1 e, 


s they ſtand for _ 
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wiſe) if we do no 
ber them and ſu 
God will number 


'us, and one day bring themto our 


remembrance whether we will or no. God will return the - 


hike anſwer from heayen to us, as he did to Belſhaz.zar the 
King, Dane5.26., ene, God bath numbred thy Kingdoms 
and finiched it: Mene, God hath numbred thy dayes, and 

nichedthem, Better it is for us to number our own days 
than leave them to 'God to number and take ſuch anexaR ac- 
count of them,as to infli@ the ſeverity of his wrath upon us for 
them : It is beter for us to trouble our thoughts a little with 
the remembrance of fin, than to be tormented hereafter 
with the puniſhment of fn. Think then betimes of num- 
bnng thy ſins, that thou maiſt preyent God numbring of them 
tothyendleſs ſhame and grief. 


-2, Ourdays that are to come muſt be numbred : we muſt Obſerw,4+ 


reckon with our ſelyes what days we have yet to ſpend, an 
labour to give a good account of the you that are yet be- 
ade» It was the prayer of ' David, Plal.39.4. Lord, make 


me to know mine end andthe meaſure of my days what it ty 


thar'{ may know how frail I am. As if he had ſaid, Lord, 
Give me grace to configles how- little a time thon haſt allotted 
me heres that I may | 
the degrees of the Suns that he may the better provide himſelf 
to paſs/the Aquino@ial Line : So ought we to number our 
dayesy that we may the berter prepare our ſelves to paſs the 
laſt-Line of Death. God rakes account of our very hairs, th 


are all numbred by God, If God number our bairs for the dif. Mat10.30 


covery of his Providence towards us, then the Argument holds 
4pariy that we ſhould remember to number our days for the 
a; of | his glory, and the furthering of our own eter- 
nat: re. CER 

+ Elpecially asmany of us as arewell tricken in' years, it 
concerns us moſt to account with our ſelyes what days we 


haveyettorun out» A Traycllerthatis ſomewhat near the end, 


is journey, .is the-moſt curious and exact in counting the 
nules which he is yet to go : Even ſo the older we are, the more 
cateful ought weto be of the:days that are yerbchinde, and 
++ 22 S watchful 


oune of our ſins and daily num- 
as many as we can remember, - 


brodie well. As the Seaman numbers 4 


Wee — 
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eatchful of: our time which: yet re > ſpent in this. 

ſe 1, Tabernade-of the fleſh. q no 
: Are RIG ron ly then the la 4 
day.1scobe he upon even the lalt@ —_ life whichwe 

ſhall ſeein ——_— We: ſpend alltherett of our dayschb' - 


this day everin his thought, .to provide for it, and-he  dhng 
onely to live tofit. hin _— Pſal-39-13> O 
nad T V4 cane _ th, I Lo he hence andbens 
gr All aye s-laft Days, and che ſpendingef F 

all dens) ; Gy _—_ _ _ the: _- GY 
this laſtday. All our days: are: well well hong if we have made 
proviion-for.thisday.. Thou haſt-lived well chang len 
thy laſt Day of; life prove comfortable unta thee us live: 
ſo, as that we may have always this day i noureye; yes A 

longer we-lives letus {trive the more- to fit and- diſpoſe our 
ſelves for death by-the ſerious c: and-meditationef 
thislatt Day- Asa ſtone moyes gueſs to-its Centres fole 
us the nearer we are to Death, make the- moſt haſte co bd ic 
we | 
iſe 2. Are we commanded to hays an eyetothe -timethar js ou | 
to come:? 'Why thenthis points out unto usthe precioulneſsal/* : 
our time, whatan high-elteem.,and value we: are to;ſer upatn 
the daysthat aretocome 3 and ceing we-haye made ſo light | 
of the rimethat ispaſis we muſt-count:the time: that remains: | 
to bethe more-precious, - There-is not an hour-in the daysnor” 
-  aminuteof+that hour, but ought: to be highly: prized: and» 
anxe0l meg: lucd by us. Fog nay Philoſopher was of: that cfteem and: 

2 rs 37 account with all ade cthata Candle which.he. had made 

Linc. diel E Hh Earth onely, wasſfold for. 3000 Drachma's,” Whatſoeverw 
adv. indot-Lye or price men ſetupon other things, ſure; Tam there is 005 
_ Tnvita Epi-thing we ought to'prize at an higher rate, than our-time- 4 
Hetr ante * we,uſe toprizeour Gold by-grainss. ſo-oughtwe to val 
Enchiria. time.by mjnutes 3- every minute of  ourcime w_ 
precious in-our. account; as every grain of Gold. We wil 
not loſe, che>lealt ;drams of Gold; neither:oughe-we to ravel 
efths leatk; ſcantling of time.*»*Nays: che very: drops:of our 
bload ought-not-to be more-precious unto-us, than. thelealb- 


betters when maſons y.is: remembred by us. David had © | 


LE 


——»__ 
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; les of ourtime : Every minute of ourtime 

f hays = wm helping 1s forward to -Brernity. There- 

wy _ 18 =o pe our time, becauleE- | 

L he CE Re weft which Moſes makes to Gods is this, 

| Thathe mould you er Soareabir trend Fo To mum- 


I der his days: An hard tefſonindecd, as hard as Pambo's was, = 
who was fifteen years a karning tharone verſe of David, of Socy. Hikt. 
his Tongue, Pſl,39.1. 7 fad, an; on ens ro-my Eccleſ, lite 
ade mot with wy ronrue- Butall ke or Our 6-1 8s 
Centre lenrEfaroneleſſonef 
hoe ping! we rherefore we muſt fly 'ro God to 
wtoknow our time: - It is from God we learn. how 


x "Itis apa ect of f Are, which hone can teach us but God. Obſery.5, * 
——_ ow how to number his days, butnothow to 
ys: A Fool knows not how to make ufe- of :a 
z nor Sooab pen quran "Chriſtian how to ſpend his time 
wright, unle him- Every man can tell-how:- to 
"une = Army» cn rear there are a - 
knowhow to guide it, and to na ry in right F: 
"und Order c So iviveake for as to number vur days, tocount 
| bo dr "neg wy Lf rune dm n_—_ but 
-t0 our days + to know to amproye ts 
4 Mays 2nd ode own benefit, this is beyond our Art and 
A Cot onelyablew mm us, and lead us inthe 
iehtweys whetinwe ouphcto walk; © 
2, It isfrom God that we Gow how to fit our ſelves 
for death, 'We areunwillingto hear of che approch of ts 
and-itis God:thar prepares us forthe ſtroke of Death, and 
miles todie ''! 
"It is very unwelcorienewsto moſt of us, 'to hear tharwe 
ul 3 turn, aabrepetv} gorge ack our 
Mays 2nd aQtions, - When the Apoltie Par! reaſoned with 
"Felix of Deathi and Jadgnmedt, he would faia haye ay 


- 


Ly 
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thatunpleaſing diſcourſe till ſome other time, A#-24.25:Gothy 
way for this times when I have a convenient ſeaſon, I willeall © 
for thee, Weicount no diſcourſe ſo unſeaſonable and diftat. + 
ful to us, as for our Miniſter to put us in minde of Death; | 
there is time enough we thinks to: conſider of our latterend 
many :years hence: It:3s' a leſſon ſoon learnt, and where 
are fit for nothing elſethen iris ſoon enough to think of Death, 
As {light as others make of this dutys let us pray to God to 
teach us the right knowledge of ourtime,that we may order aur . 
ſteps aright,&(o lead ourlives,as that we may provide for death, 
& be ready to give up our accountto God, when he is pleaſedto ; 
ſummon usfrom hence. Itwasa good prayerof David,Pſ.12;3. 
\Lighren mine eyes leſt I ſleep the ſleepof death.We have need © 
ton and guidance in all our ways, that he ſhould 
teach us how to liveand how todie; while we live let us defire 
ſoroſteer our courſe,as that we may lead the liyes ofho- 
ly and deyout Chriſtians. We deſire to live,and have we no de- 
Crs to live well? what's this life without godlineſs ? whatisitto 
- livezandto have Gur hearrs all the days of our lives void of grace 
and piety ? Life without grace, is like beauty in a woman with- 
out diſcretion,Pro-11,22. Nox eft vivereyſed valere vita: tis 
- No lifezbut a living death always to liyc,and to. want healthand 
 ftrengrth,which-ſweetens life, and makesit camfortable-Sou.s 
*n6 life. Chriſtian leads, where there js a want of piety unihe 
* heart. What-isthis to livezunleſs we know how to live, wellzagd 
' to make a right uſe of ourtime? We mult conſider wheretoremwe 
evento improye our time'to the beſt adyantage for thela- 
of our Souls ; otherwiſe,we live like Beaſts, nor kke'Men, | 
-noc like Chriſtians: Theſe Glly brutes liye-in cime,but knowne 
the cime in which they live :--ſo-careleſs Cl 
: timezbut know nor how co-:make uſe of; their time ; they conſume 
their time,but they do not increaſe ic : Like Bankruprs that waſte 
their ſtock but never ſeek to improve tt, We make a decoction 
of our time,as water is boil'd away from a fourth 


of Gods direRion 
of G 


ving 


ſtians run-out 


coa thud) 


and from-a'third to half: fo. wewaſte and-conſfume our time, 


till we have notime leftzeventillwe come go the lalt minuteo 


life : whythen while we bave time ler us piay to-God toteach 


us t0 uſe it aright>to give us'grace to conſider the ime wee ſpend) 
| | | t 
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- thar we may make the beſt improvement of it, and as E ſas - 
. did Jacoby hold ume bythe heel,& nor ſuffer it co ſlip from us, 
. mithout;givinga good account to Ged,that we haye imployed 
that time and ſpaceof life, which isallotted us here for the ad- 
yancementot Gods glory&the purchaſing of our own ſalvation 
We procced to the third particulars that we go to God by 
prayer toteachusthe right uſe of our time ina right manner, 
Soteach us; that is, Teach us fo efficaciouſly, ſo powertully 
 ſ{oconſtamtly, as that we may attain to the true wiſdome and 
knowledge of ſaving of our Souls- We muſt pray to God 
xo teach us affetually, P[a/.119.33. Teach mes O Lordsthe 
wap of thy ſtatutes, ana I shall keep it unto the end. We 
can'know nothing of heavens unleſs che Spirit of God in- 
ſiu&us- There 1s a great Light in us) the Light of Nature, 
-and olighc is enough to.condemn us, if we waik not ac- 
cording to this Light, this Light of Knowledge impiunted by 
Godin ourhearts ; and by this Light all Heathens are con- 
demn'd : but-this Light is.not able co carry us half way to 


heaven. Theghight of Nature cannot ſaye usbutthe Light of 


Obſerv.6, 


Grace muſt bring us to the Light of Glory, Eſther was fain « + 
* toſtand aloof off inthe Court, till the King reach'd forth his 7 ph, 5, 2.. 


ds us to the outward Court of heayen,but Grace holds forth 
erto bring us into Heaven : Natures: like the faint 

heat of the Sun, draws up the yapours bur a litrle ways it hath 
*notfirength enough to maſter our Corruptions-; but the heat 
and power of Gods grace is onely ableto-diſpel and yanquiſh 
theme Itis onely the work of Gods Spiric to ſhew usthe right 

. way to heaven, and to guide us in that way, All lies in the 
[Grace of God, and unleſs we are continually affiſted, and 
ried on by: his. gracious Spirit, we are never likely tocome 
-nearthe (ight of We have indeed many helps and 


heaven» 


= fe Scepter to invite her neater- to him : Nature onely 


ſ 


4, 


furtherances to carry usto heavens but none of theſe will a- 
vail.us withour God, The Word of: God is conſtantly 
-preach'd, in- our ears, the Miniſters of God- are daily prefſ- 
ding us forward to heayen 3 but what can the frail yoice of 
ow work uponthe hart, without the powerful influenge of 
Gods. holy Spirit. We Miniltets, without God, are Tide : 
£ - 


a 
# 
© { 
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2 King-31: Gehax;'s ſtaff laid the dead Childe ; we are no 
*45"* able to raiſcehe Soul wer tan finto the life of 1 
teouſneſs, unleſs God firſt brea t, and fuſer | 
. .of Grace intothe dead heart of the ſinner. | 
Hſe Tr, Let chis teach us not to reſt in our ſelyss, or any cn { 
.means for the purchaſing of the ons _— but place our | 
whole truſt and confidence-in the What's all | 
the Li Ce een re nels i 7.” io binge rot A 
Light Everlaſting? All humane wiſdome is buc a falſe Light, 
which will lead * lathoned to the pit of deſtruction. kisa 
good caution the Apoſtle gives us, Col-2.8., Baware left ajty 
man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and wain deceit. I'm. me 
follow the falſe Light of Reaſon) it will decerye us, _—_ 
u_ us-in-ourway to heaven. Natural Reaſon h 
the heavenly Canaan afar wel and haye ſome 
thoughts of the happineſs of anocher world, but halt 
rv aptenhung—: - xp” heaven, The horns of this Alar 
ſhall never ſave ” if man thar flies unto them. at.” 
hid under a buſhel, ſo Nature is clouded afiÞþdarkned with. : 
many. miſts of errour , and cannot: reach the fight of hee- 
; VC 
Hſe 2 In the ſecond places ler us flyto 30d by prayer, chat 
would reach us effetually, and ſhew us the righc way 
ven. Beforewehear the Word of God, let us fall upon 
pony 5 and 48 mee ang God to make it profitable anduſtflto 
makes the Word of God ſo ineffedual? 
LEED we to gain ſo little comfort by-the preaching df | 
1 the Word Þ Is it notbecauſe we do notpray hp”. 
- our hearts, and make it uſeful co us, that we mg: 
be word of Truthand obrain Salvation by ut ?- ——_— 
before the Law\was publiſhed to them, -were cleanſed and 
ſan&fied by Moſes corecaiveit Exod-19.14. 
to ſanRikie our hearts by prayer, and defire "God toprge 
our Souls of the many pollutions of our fing, that we may 
gain a blefſfing by the Word of Gods and rerurn with Joy 
| ad contro oapeths ROO, | God proficabl 
£.1sprayer that makes the Word © table tour 
2 Kin.2 _” K is like the Salr a threw unto the wry ; 
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heal them : So- does prayer. make the Word of. God benefi- 
cia].t0.u5 and. cauſeth usto- relliflvche ſweetneſs and comfort 


of its 
The heart-is-like that Book.ſcaled with ſeven Seals, which ES 
nomancan open but God:himſelf: Therefore -lec. us pray to Apoce 53 
God iroopen our hearts). that.we may: receiveinftrution from 
the Word:off God; There is-no+ man-camteach us effeftu- 
ally: but. God. alone; no man ew us-the right way: to 
_ heaven but Gods Therefore lerusÞrays So-teach' 5; 8c. 


| "Wenowcom® tothe:ends. wherefore Moſes: begs of God 
tatcach us to numberourdays;, That-me apply, &c. 


un 
1.5 ;2hp 
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+ In which we meet wich chreeparticu 4 
| I,: The kindeand nature of this wiſdome, wherein it con-- 
fits. and.it isin-makingche beſt provifion wecan for the eter- 
nal welfare of our Souls. 
. 3+ TheſubjeQtof. ity our Hearts, 
+3. The meansof obtaining this wifdomez-and that isby: 
themedration of Death. NET IN HEE 
1+: Of the kinde and nature of. this wiſdome, wherein' ic 
. chieflycorfilts;. chat is, in havinganeye to heavens iwlook- 
ing aker the eternal welfare our Souls. 
-Qur.nex: Concluſion 15 this, It isthe onely erue wiſdomeof Obſerv.7.. 
aChnttian.co provide for his: Soul- Then-are we wiſe in- 
deed, when we are wiſe unto Salvations when we know how 
to-provide. for Ecernity- True wifdome confitts not in ga«- 
theriaguches, bur in living 4n the fear of God, andordering 
our ieps40y as that we-may make ſure of heaven another day« 
Iti8:0ur obedience. ro Gods Commandments, which cries us: 
up>for: wiſe Chriltians in the repute of God and Mans:Dexr. 
4.6-: Keep therefere:and do them; fer this ts your wiſdome 
andyorranderſt and:ng in the f E of the Nations, which 
ſoall hear allt heſe ; and ſays Surely this great Na- 
tion 4:w;ſe and underſtanding people. What is it for a 
man to bewiſe for che world; a::d 2 fool for heaven ? whar's- 
thewealth and honour of the world) to the happineſs of the 
Soul Þ-what's a man the better for bezng rich and honourable: 
inthis-world> jf.in the ead- his Soul be-loſt? Mar26:36- 


— 4 
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What ts a man profited,if he shall gain the whole world, 
and loſe his own ſoul'? What the- people ſaid of -Davidz) 
2 Sam-I8.3, Thou art worth ten thouſand of us ; the like]: 
ſay of the Soul, Ir is more worth than a thouſand worlds; and 
the ſalvation of thy Soul 1s more to thee, than the gaining of 
many worlds. What the man pleaded to Foab for not (lays 
ing of Abſolon, 2 Sam. 28: 12+ Though I ſhould receive a: 
thouſand $hekcls of filveggin my hand, yet would I not 
forth mine hand axainſt Fe Kings ſox : The like maiſtthoy' 
reaſon within thy own breaftz Though I might purchaſe the 
riches of athouſand worlds, yet would I not ſeek the deftny- 
Rion. of my Soul : whatſoever thou doſt , ill have an' 
on to thy Souly that that -periſh not m another world : what 
if-all otherthings go amiſle with thee in chis !:fe, if thy Soul be 
in lafety ? Iris wiſdome) 1 confets, to-provide for the worlds: 
for the body, but the main wiſdome is toprovide forthe Souls: 
Be careful of the ourward man, bur be fure chou.doft not neg- 
let theinward man- Provide for both, the body and ſoulbur 
let thy chief care be for the Soul;which is thy berter part- 1! 
Fa, Typotius, It wasthe Symbol of Rodolphw the ſecond, Emperourof 
Symb. princ, Rome, whogave an Eagle with a double Head, with theone? 
r0TJ, e lookt upwardsto the Syn, and with the other downwards: 


= 
* © 42068 
Em. 
ens, 


upon the Earth, with this Motto, #rr«mg,, I have an eyeto 

both. Thus it is lawful tor a Chriſtian co look down 
tothe earth, and provide forthe body; but he muſt have one? 
eye chiefly fixt upon the Souls and-in-the fi: ft place provides 
for it: we muſt look directly to Heavens obliquely upon the 
Non poteſ# eanth ; fix our eyes upon the one, -catt'a glance upon the 0+" 
efſe ſaprens, ther. Ic becomes a Chriſtian to confider what may become. 
9%i aut unde of him hereafter, and whether he is going." Conſider thy be=1 
proficiſca- ginning; from whence-thou cameſtz and*confider thy- cad; 
74T, a4t quo what-will befal thee. hereafter. - He cannot be a wiſe many 
pervenien- ſakh the Heatheny who does not know either from whence be 
dum fit, ne- came, or whether he muſt go. Sure enough he cannot be-3" 
ſciat. Cic. wiſe Chriſtian, that knows not what wilt become of bus: 
Acad.q, 1.2: Soul. | 247 
Uſe t. It is by way of juſt Reproof of ſuch as are wiſe for. the 
worle, but meer fools for heayen.. The wiſdome of the fleſh. 
is 
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ismeer folly 11 the fight of God. Some men would be re- 

ed wiſe in the world, and yet know not which way to 
take for the gaining of heayen : Such a man paſſeth in the 
world for a crafty ſubtile worldling, that knows how'toma- 
nage his affairs withthe beſt adyantage co himſelf, and yet he 
knows not one ſtep of the way to heaven. It isa Maxime 
among the Jeſuites, #r; ſcientiazto live by their ſhifts: ſo do - 
many inthe worldy who have onely a little wit to carry them 
outin ſecular affairs, and their braids ſerye them to gather a 
linle wealth and mucks but they are meer Idiots in all that 
concerns heaven and ſalyations and the purchaſing of the erue 
riches of the Soul. | 4 - 6nd 

And yet ſee the fondneſs of theſe men, that though they 
know. not which way to take to ger heaven, yet they make 
themſelyes {ure of it, as if ſalyation and eternal life were 
within their reach and power te command it when they pleaſe. 


Papyrius Maſſonus writes of the Jeſuites, that count them- De Rom. 
ſelyes ſo wile, #t /ſe |: celo vel "f quandog, imperatu- Ponti fic. in 

ay have the command vit. Parti 4. 
of heaven ir ſelf. The like preſumption 1s in many Chriſtians /,6. 


105-as that they think they ſhall one 
atthisday> that they believe heaven is at their command, and 
they ſhall IIs it though they do nothing for it. Oh 
ſhake off this fblly ; make what proviſion thou wilt for other 
thingsxthou art bur a fool if thou doſt neglect chy Soul. As pro- 
vident as the rich man was in the Goſpel, God gaye him the 


tide of a:Fool ; and Cajerar gives the reafon'of it, m—_ Lyke12:20, 


he did nor provide for himſelf in ſuch things as were ne 
forthe ſalyation of his Soul. He isa fool thar prefers an Ap- 
before a piece of Gold, who keeps thoſe things that are to 
caſt away, and negle&s ſuch things as are to. be preſeryed ; 
who heeds not his houſe where he muſt abide for ever, and 
beautifiesthatplace where he is to lodge but for anight. Such 
an one is he, that forgets his Soul, and is careful for all other 


2 Give me leaveto ſpeak the truth,and not always todrop oil 


Into yourears,andſpeak unto you ſmooththings:W here (hall 
we findethe man thatdefiresto faye bis ſoulthatwould wit 
D lingly 
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be beloved andembractd 3: Prov,2»2.. If thow incline thine 


ingly part with this world to gain a better-2 We daily hear 
Ong Ia of Gods we talk muchof Religion, we bs 
our interelt in heaven ; but when the matter comes to a deci. 
fion» when. we-are put, to our Cchoiſe, whether Heaven ox 
Earth, whether we will forego the profics of this world for 


c s the loyeof heaven, this is thefiery Chariot which divides be. 
2 K3n-2-11,twcen Elijahand EliſhasWhich parts usand God, and makes 


us to caſt away our hope of- heaven forthe loveof carth, 
Let us labour forthis main piece of wiſdom, everropro. 
vide for the eternal well-being of our Souls. This isthe on 
wildom which will ftand us in ftead, when we grow wi 
for a better life. | And that we may provide for the life to 
come) let us learn- this point of wiſdom, even to-remember- 
our latter end, andknowhow to die well; Dext.3 2-29. 0h 
that they were wiſe , that they underſtood this, that thy 
would conſider their latter end. This is the wiſdom of z 
Chriſtiansto prepare himſelf for death, tobe ever in a read: 
neſs to die, when his change ſhall come, be may haje 
this to comfort him, that whatſoeyer becomes of his body.for 
the preſcat, he hath made. good provifien for his Soul, He is 
opely wiſcChriſtian thatprovides for Erernity:andmindes 
this onely above all other things, how he Bay coy his God 
and live with him for eyermore» The Grecks haye but one 
wordto a wiſe man and an happy man , ivÞdeiuer 
fignifies as if that. were onely to be accounted for wut 


by 


wiſdom, which-leads.to Ecernal Bliſſeand Happinefſe. Her 
inisthe wiſdom of a Chriſtian, in labouring to attain true 


Blefſcdnefle, even the fight and enjoyment of God for ever- 
more. Oh: blefled' is the man that is ſo wiſe as to provide for 
Eternity» wha. dies with this comforts that his boy 
moulder into duftand afhes for a time: yer his Soul ſhall 
inthe arms of his Redeemer. | 

, The ſecandparticular now follows, and thatisthe fubp 
of this wiſdom, whereicis ſeated, eyen in the heart and af- 


This in brief is our next Concluſions, True wiſdomist 


car 
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ear unto wiſdom, aud apply thine heart to nnd-rſtanding. 
Wiſdom is the Mother of us all : 2fat,r 1-19. Wiſdons is ju 

ified of her” children; and it is fit the Mother ſhould be 
Ph her children» 


- The {rim wasto be laid upok Aarons heart, Exod.z8. _ % 


eo note, that wiſdom muſt be ſeated in the heart, there 

muſt lodge and be entertain'd : The Heart is onely a fic Re- 
ceptacle of wiſdom, and there ſhe muſt live and abide. The 
Queen of Sheba wasſo 1a love with the wiſdom of Solomon 
25 that ſhetook a tedious journey to give that wiſe King a yi- 
fit; Mat-12.42s And behold, a greater tha Solomon vs here. 
What is So/omon to Chriſt > what isthe wifdom of man'ts 
the wiſdom of God ? Iris but as a Cloud to the brightneſs of 
the Suny asthe ſhadow'to the ſubſtance; and 'he that loves 
the wiſdom of theworld, and” forſakes the wiſdom of God, 
embraceth a ſhadows and forgoes the ſubſtance. Whatcan 
we loyezif our hearts be not enamoured with wifdom ? There 
is nothing amiable but wiſdom, and if we deſpiſe her, what 
isthere of this worlds good, whereon we may fer our loye 
and affeftion? The learned men of old would onely be cal- 
led Philoſophers) Lovers of Wiſdom, not wife mens as if this 
yere the higheſt perfeRtion of wiſdom, to- lovewiſdoms and 
no man was ſo wiſe, as he whoſe heart was enflam'd with 
the loye of wiſdom. It is notenough' to know that which is 
goods but we mult be irs loye with that good which we do 

OWe ; 


. Let usbe in loye with true wifdom, and embrace her as 


our onely delight and joy- David bore an hearty affeRion 
tothe Commandments of God ; he made them his oncly de- 
light and comfort, Pſ/-1 1 9-24. Thy teſtimonies are my de- 
light, and my connſcllors. Let us not ſo-muth affe& the things 

this life, as to forgo all love of God and heaven: Letus 
not_ be ſlaves ro the world, and: defpife the freedom which 
wiſdom promiſeth rothem that love her: Let us norſay asthe 
ſervant of his Maſter, Exod.21 .5. 1 love my Maſter, I will 
ot gooxt free; I love the world fo well; as that T atm con- 
rent to be a Slave for ever, ſo 1 _ baye the wages =_ 

2 t 


Jo 
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the world can give me, 'I value not the joyes of the life to 
corhe » ſo I may havethe good things of this life for ray por- 
tone 

Ohfor ſhame ſhake off the love of theſe yanities, and bein 
love with heavenzeſteem nothing amiable but what is reſery'd 
for thee in another world, Let thy heart be ſet upon true 
wiſdome 4 and doe not ſuffer the fooleries and yanities of this 
world to ſteal away thy heart from God. Let wiſdom be 
precious in thine eyes + and doe not ſeemto love her , bur loye 
her in truth,and in heart» Let us not content our ſelyes with a 
bare fight of heaven,with an outward view and ſpeculationof 
the glory of heaven, bur let us faften-our deepeſt thoughts and 
meditacions upon #. Let us not ſpeak of heaven, but let our 
hearts be raviſhed with the love of heayen. Our tonguesare 
but the Suburbs of wiſdome, bur the heart isthe City. Let nor 
wiſdome remain without the gate , inthe mouth and outward 
profeſſion of picty 3 bur let her be received into the City , and 
entertain*d with joy andgladrefle into the heart, and there 
yam wa repoſe her ſelf as in the boſome of her beſt be- 


| oved. 
Suidas iny. And now that I may not haye «ftporey 5a, a tongue 
«WewTor, without a door, thatcannot be goyerned»and kept withun the, 
compaſle of times I baften to the third particular, and thatis 
the meanes whereby we may attainthis wiſdom) and that is by 
numbring of ourdayes- - Our laſt Obſeryation is this, The 
Vſery.g, confideration and meditation of death makes us wile , The 
remembrance of death makes ustruly vviſe, 

The Wiſeman ſhows us, who is wiſe,' and who is a fool: 
Eccle{. 7. 4+ Fhe heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of monr- 
#ingobut the heart of fools isin the houſe'of mirth, A wil 
mans-heart is. bent to ſadneſſe, and the ſerious meditacion of 
hisend, and makes choice of fuch mournful thoughts as will 
preſent death before his eyes zi but the deſires of a fool are car- 
ried after unſeaſonable mirth and jollity,and he minds nothin 
lefle then the ſad remembrance of his death. The thought 0 
death caſis a man into a melancholy fit , therefore he cannot 
away With its -What ſaies he? Shall Ithink of that _ 

to 
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orments and afflicts my ſpirit » and cauſech ſadneſle and pen- 


— 
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Grenefſe of mind ? The remembrance of deathitis xamuept- © 11724: Scal. 
1g ddyer@, a daily death, and the meditation of, our latter Paradif. 


[i 


end is z«WwyO- crea yuds, 2 continual forrow and yexation £ rad, Ge 228 
of theheart» Bur letcarelefſe Chriſtians imagine whatthey 77-7, 


pleaſe 3 that which is a-greif -to them will prove nolittle joy 
and comfort to thoſe , whoſe thoughtsare takeh up with the 


meditation of their latter end. Whenthe hour of death ap-=; 
proacheth,. we ſhall account it the only wiſdomr to have fitted) 


and diſpoſed our hearts aright forthe laft day of our diffolutt- 


on and departure out of this world. Heathens themſelves were \ 


wont toſay, thatthe chiefeſt wiſdome, andthe main ſtudy of 


Philoſophy was onely this, 5 weaimy Severe, even a carctul 7h, iy fine. 


andſerious thought of death. The memory of a Chriſtian is 
neyer better employed, then when the thought of death is 
reſented before it. This is our wiſdome to confider and ſtudy 
wto die well. Heis a wiſeman» whoſe memory ſeryes him 
to think of death. The ſoundnefle of the ſtomack is the 
. firengthenang of all the reſt of the parts of thebody : -ſothe 
Vigourand firength of the memory in thought of death is the 
chief ſupport of the ſoul ,-andif the remembrance of death 
decay not in us,there is no want of wildome in the ſoul. 
Isitthe meditation of death that makes us wiſe > judge ye 
then how many fools there are in-che world that neyer encer- 
rain the leaſt thought of death into their hearts, that liveand 
run on1n fin , andneycr think of the hour of deaths. I: is the 
folly which the Prophet chargeth /er=ſalens with, that ſhe did 
not- conſider her latter end 3 Lam. I. 9g. She wemembreth 
ot her laſt enaxtherefore ſhe came down wonderfully. Inche 
height of her pride ſhe never thought of death, Ic is fra ro 


ſee;that we ſhould neither think of our own departures nor 


heed the death of others, who are conſtant Monitors, and Re- 


membrancerstous of our own frailty. If the Sun chance to be 


eclips'd, we ſtand amazed atthe fight of that darkneſſe; 
which over-ſpreads the face of that glorious body :* but we 
never regard the declining and- eclipſe of man , who is the 
more noble and glorious creature- If the Sun be darkened; 


$ Ye 
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we wonder atit; if mandie,we neyer heed it- Why then let 
me ſtir up your thoughts to the meditation of death, that ye 
ws ge ſo wiſe, as to haye eyer in mind the approach of 
cath. | 
r- Letusthink of others that aredaily going to their long 
homes. Doe we notſee ſome continually coming into the 
world , and others making as much ſpeed out of the world, 
ſome entring upon the ſtage, othersgoing off : As itis inthe 
conſtane reyolution of the heayensfome Stars riſe, and other 
ſet andfall: foiris with the ſons of men, ſomelive , others 
die,fome daily come torth our of their mothers wombs, others 
daily return to the womb of their common mother » eyenthe 
earth, from whence' they were taken. | 
2. Ler us look upon our ſelves » and confider how neer 
death is approaching to us and what haſt it makes towards 
us. Weknow not how ſoon death may ſurpriſe us » therefore 
let us be ſo wiſe » as to provide for his coming, Dearth forall 
that we know is now digging of our graves ; eyen now he 
thinks of us> when we little think of him ; let us then be as 
watchful for deathgas he is for us ; letus think of Gickneſſe in 
the time of healthand in the day of proſperity remember the 
c hourof death, Even in the midft and height of all the glory 
i and happinefle of this world , let us bring into our remem- 
brancethetime of our change and diſſolution. Ir is obſer- 
vable,thatat the yery time of Chriſts glorious transfiguration 
the conference which paſt between Chriſt, and ofes, a 
| Elias, was concerning the death of Chriſt, Lake 9-31: 
They ſpakeof his deceafe, which be ſhould accompliſh at 
Teruſalem; toſhew unto us, that when we are inthe heigh 
of our glory and honour, our thoughts ſhould be bufied with 
the remembrance df our death and departure out of this 
+ World. IT doenot like the proverb which is too frequent in 
your mouths , I thought of ſuch a thing no more then of 
dying day. Les usremember the 01d Canon in another ſenſes 
Finis primus fit in intextione » Let our end be firſt in our 
thoughts and intention; letthe tine of our death be che firſt 


thing we think of either morning or eyening that ſothe _ 
o 
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fant thou he of death may take away the terrour of deaths 


andbeing ſo well acquainted with death beforehand,we may 
neyer be terrified with the approach of it , bur being guarded 
with faith and a good conſcience , we may boldly look death 
inthe face » andtriumph 1n the conqueſt of the Conquerour 
through Chriſt our Saviour, by whom we obtain victory over 

t»and che fruitand beneficof our eonquelt even the ſalya- 
gion of our fouls in Tefus Chriſt. 


Inaye done with the text; now I fall _ the more careful 3 Fyugoprs: 
olema times as theſe 75 o 6117” 
e an hard Province put upon us, in theſe occaſions com- daudts veg” 
monly the wind ſtands 1n our faces, and we hayea crabbed ow, 


artof this dury, We Miniſters at ſuch 


Dilemma caſt in our way » even that of Agathon in Athe- Ar 
neus; 8 wy gejiow T dann, iff © woes, If wep. 211, 


ak thetruth, we ſhall not pleaſe ; if wepleaſe, we ſhall 

pe peak the truth. We walk herwees caſe fires, the{ 
diſpicaſure of God, andthe frown of man, We yalue not/ 
the latter » fo we may not rua the hazard of the former. Our 
chief care is in reſpeR of God that while we ſeekto give to 
breathlefſe man a lutle breath of praiſe » we do not dare to 
diſhonour the living God. And if chis we aim at »- we need 
notbe afraid to give ſome ſatisfaRtionto the world, and right 
the honour of the dead, provided that while we ſeek to keep up 
the Fame of anothery we doe notlayto pawn our own repu- 
rations or Which is farre worſe, make ſhipwrack of a good: 
conſci-nce. On the one hand charity binds me to fpeak all 
the good TI can of my Neighbour ;. on che other hand con- 
ſcienceenjoynes meto utter nothing but the truth. Therefore” 
while charity guides mezand conſcience awes me, Ihope F may- 
promiſe tomy ſelf a fayowable conſtruction from you of a 
thatT now ſpeak. ff. : 

I ſhall norflie out into any empty ſchemes of Rhetorick 
concerning the birth of this Worthy Knight Six W:{lians 
Armyne y well knoyyn and beloy'din theſe parts, ye all 
knoyy his deſcent ahd cxtraRtion,be vyas cut out of no mean 
quarry. Here his bones-novy reit , yyhere be once liv'd yvith: 


hens l Fs 4 


ho:our ,. and many of his Anceſtors before him, Doe you 
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think T lay any great weight upon all this ? Ir 1s ngr Birth, 
but Breeding ; not Breeding» but Grace that ennobles a Fa- 
, mily, Blood without Manners is baſe Blood 3 Manners 
without Gracezlike a glorious Shadow without the SubRance, 
I remember what a good mans mean of birth, anſwered one 
—_ 52 that was Noble in Blood, and baſe in Manners, ws T0 Yorg 
r nar re ig $5Iv Gyoidds Err , fun 5 ov. AS my Birth and Paregs 
male moras £28 is 2 {ame to me, to air thoua {hame co thy Birth. Grace: 
_ : in the heart, not Gold in the Purley is the beſt Taheritanceof 
_ 4a Chriſtian. There are ſome Rainsin the bett Coazs, there are 
ſpots in the bet Ermin. Ic is nothing to be born a Gentle. 
many it is all in all to live and die a good Chriſtian» This 
was the ſweet expreſſion of this your honourable Neighbour, 
feeling a want of Grace in his hearc, wherewith he defired to 
+ be ſatisfied, Oh, ſays he to me; oe drop of grace in the heart, 
# moreworth than all the wealth and honour in the world, 
I ſhall not cemmend to you the gondneile of his Nacure, 
the ſweerneſfle of his Diſpoſition, becauſe he bewailcd it as a 
Snares and an occaſion of finto him. A mans go 'F 
leads him many times into fins andthe loying remper of his: 
{pirit ternpts himy and puts him forward to fin. W here Grace, 
does not command, there a good Diſpoſition 1s ſoon marr'd 
and drawn afide. This lkewiſe was matcer of grief to lum, 
that his frail Nature was ſoon wrought upon, and carried; 
afide to that which his own heart ſoon after told him was fig- 
ful and difpleaſing ro God. ' | 
What need [cell you, that he was an; affable) friendly, 
and obliging Gentleman, winaing and gaining upon all that 
came near him, Hethar look'd buruponie Faces» might have 
ſeen goodneſs and courtefie looking out of his Eyes. An: 
what's all this, when he did acknowledge with' tears) that this 
pleaſancneis of his countenance was ſuddenly clouded with 
2 violent and over-raling- form of paſſion, which carried hun 
beyond himſelf, But itis {trange co = what a command grace 
hath over the Soul, which ſpeaks to theſeunruly paſſions, as 
[CF did to the boiſterous billows of the Sea, Peace, be ſtill 
Mar-4-39. as eaſily asthe Nurſe charms the crying Jajang in 
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the Cradle» As prevalent as theſe pafſions were in the time 
of his health, they were ſo allayed by God in his fickneſle, 
2s that all his friends about him did rejoyce to ſee the pati- 
enceand calmnefle of his Spirit allthe while the hand of God 
was upon hime 
And that I may give you a clear proof of the mortified 
Spirit and happy change which God wrought in his Soul. 
When I tdok the boldnefle to minde him of a late difference 
berween himſelf and the Reyerend Paſtor of this places he 
burſt out with tears, and laid this charge upon me» That I 
would right him ſo far, as to acquaint him, that he did hear- 
fly Gefire him in particular to forgive him, and all other 
good Chriſtians that he had ond in the heat of his paſ- 
hon, either rich or poor. 
udge ye now, what could I have ſpoken more for his ho- 
nour, than 1 haye done in this diſcovery of his frailtys and 
his happy conqueſt of it. Therefore I chought good ro make 
£ wpeblicarion of itto the world, that ye may know ye ne- 
a>. Jponour your ſelyes more, than when ye glorifie God by 
# haming of your ſelyes: when we are moſt yile in our own 
* £yezy weare molt honourable in the repute of Godand good 
men. Zh 
'Bur all this that I have ſpoken, is nothing to that which is 
yetbehinde. Therefore go along with me a little further, and 
 Ifhallin brief relate unto you ET comfortable paſlages as 
fellfrom him inthe time of his ſicknefle, and then leaye him 
to your Chriſtian Charity to iudges how well he aCted the 
latter part of his life, and with what carnelineſs of ſpirit he 
ſtroye to gain the love and fayour of God in Chriſt, wo 
Ar my firlt coming to him1 found him deeply roucht with 
a ſerious apprehenſion of the former errours of his life, how 
far be had provoked a good God by the many fins, which his 
Conſcience then charged him with : Then did he break forth 
Into a free and yoluntary confeſsion of all bis fins, and ex- 
a with many tears his loathing and deteſtation of them. 


was glad to lee thoſe Limbecks of his eyes diſtilling and v 
E 


dropping down in ſuch a plentiful manner, to finde his _ 
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thus ſmitten, and bruiſed with the remembrance of his fins, 
and preſt him to a greater meaſure of ſorrows as knowing 
- ſuchelouds of grief would make way for the beams of joy 
and comfort to ſhine. in his Soul. Thetruth is, I have not 
come near a man that hath reckoned up his fins with greater 
abborrency anddeteftation, than he did. I askt himwhether 
if God ſhould be pleaſed to grant him a further reſpite” 1n this 
world, he would become a new many and take off his heart 
from his former yanities. He anſwered, I world not for the 
gain of the whole world live ſuch a life as I have axe, and 
1 deſire next to Gods glory to live for this very end, that 
I might teſtifie the trurh of my repentance to the world. 1 
askt him, whether his heart did witnefle the truth of all this, 
Ob, ſays he, my heart is deceitful and treacherous, but if I 
know my own heart, all that I ſptak, tin truth and ſincerity ; 
T ſhouldbethe moſt curſed Hypocrite alive, if I ſhauldei- 
ther diſſemble with God or man at ſuch a time as the. 
Ohremember to deal faithfully with your own hearts, if 


you ſpeak otherwiſe than ye finde it to be in your own breaſts, + 


you turn Impoſtors to your ſelves, and delude your own 


Souls, not us» Tt is the integrity of the heart which God 


looksat ; if there be no rottennefle therezthere is a good foun- 
dation of joy and comfort laid in the Soul : 1 Foh.3.21- 
Beloved, if our heart condemn 1s not, then' have we confe 
dence towards God. 

And now from the example of this good Knight, let me 
prefle this one thing upon youz That when ye finde your hears 
oppreſt with the weight of your fins, ye would give them 3 
oops yents and ſeek to eaſe your hearts of ſo mighty a clog, 
by a ferious confeſsion of them. He that ſmothers fin in hus 


” breaſt, will in the end be choked with che noiſora ſent of it 
- What 1s a man the better for hiding and locking up hisfin in 
| his boſom > Ler me advife you te open a vein 1 your own 
hearts, and ler our the corrupt blood that lies there : The 
'Ionger we hidefin'in our boſoms, the more it feſters, and what 
man will not do his beſt 'to get rid of a bruiſe; before it r0t5 
and putrefies? Confeſsion is a ſoyeraign Remedy to pony 
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the pardon of our fins; Prov.28,13. Whoſo confeſſeth and 
forſaketh his ſins ſhall have mercy. He is moſt likely to \ 
fiade mercy, that is moſt ready to acknowledge that he deſerves 
none. | 

We ſee what David gain'd by an humble confeſsion of 
his fins : He no ſooner cried Peccavi, 2 Sam-12.13. [have 
ſnned againſt the Lord; then the Prophet return'd him a 
comfortable *anſ{wer from the Lord, The Lord alſo hath put 
away thy [in, thou ſhalt not dre» Quantum walent tres (ſyl- Ambroſe ad 
labeyPeccavi ? How prevalent arethree ſyllables pronounc'd pernit.agends 
by a penutent heart; I have ſinn'dyto move the God of mercy exhor- toms 
to mercy * 

And here Ihope I ſhall ſeaſonably caſt in a word of ad- 
veto my Brethren of the Clergicsthat dezeRed finners may 
with ſafety lodge eheir grievances in their breaſts; let me de- 
frethems That as the Lawyer andthe Phyfician are true to *Ayv&s 3} 6+ 
their Profeſsion, ſo they would be faithful in their Miniſterys gias x Toy Gi- 
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that poor fouls may fly to them with confidence for comfort ey 73» $443, 


incheir fad conflicts for fin and with fin. This makes ſo ma- Ja 72x ylw 
ny Chriſtians to carry their fin with them to their graves, ra- 789 *4wny TH* 
ther than they will diſcloſe it, becauſe they dare not repoſe gn9w- 
any truſt in thoſe that ought to be as true to them as their Hippocrates 
own hearts, If we finde a man truly penitent for his ſins, let 797 J #7 amer- 
us cover them With the yail of Charity, and onely declare to Strigel: in 
his repentance to the world that God may be glorified, and Phil-1+1 Go 
good Chriſtians on Earth, as the Angels in Heayen, rejoyce 
Inthe conyerfion of a ſinner. 
I have much to ſpeak, but am willing to contra& my ſelf, 
25 knowing you are fully ſatisfied in that faithful Teſtimony ' 
I have already given you. B: not ſo uncharitable, as to 
think I might be miſtaken in this good Gentleman ; 1 was 
oken with him, and had frequent conyerſe with him andthe 
freedom to ſpeak» and 1 found him always in the ſame hum- 
leftiame and temper of ſpirit ; and I mult profeſle thiszI have 
Not often received more ſatisfaction from any man in reſpect 
of the fruit and comfort of my endeyours,than from him 1 
mt with an humble andtraRable {pirit, willing to hear of the 
; E 2 wrath 
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wrath of God due to-finners,- and careful and ſolicitous how 
he might avoid it ; truly ſenfible of the weight of his ſins,” 
much dejz&ed with the thought of them ; and fo far the ſenſe 
of his fins had humbled hims. as that 1 may ſay, Maliceitſelf 

could not judge worſe of him) than he. did of himſelf. And | 
that which made me believe the truth of his humiliation for 
ſin, was this, That I found no preſumptuous thoughts arifing 


© In his heart of Gods mercy ; but when I ſougheto cheer him 


with the hope of Gods mercy to penitent ſinners, he told me, 
He was not yet hambled _— to partake of it» I'ma - 
much ſatisfied in this anſwer, as knowing the deeper the foun- 
dation is laid, the ſurer is the building ; the more humble we 
are, the firmer will our confidence be in Chritt. And from 
that time I troye ro comfort him with the precious Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, and told him he might uponthe word of Cirlt 
challenge an intereſt in them, Come wnto-me all ye that lss 
bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. Suchas 
are truly penitent, and onely ſuch, might claim a ſpecial Ti- 
tle ro the Promiſes of Chriſt, This did revive his fainting 
ſpirit, andthe chought of Gods mercy in Chriſt did as mich 
cheer him) as ever the ſenſe of fin had dejzRed him. Then 
he began to feel the comfort of Gods love glowing in bus 
breaſt ; ſoon after he felt the heart of ity and his affeRions 
were ſo enflamed with the loye of God, as that his thoughts 
were reſtleſs, till he enjoyed him whom his Soul loyed; and 
this inade him to count every minute too long to be part 
from Chriſt his Saviour. Therefore being now fit for heaven, 
and weary of the world, and defirousto enjoy God ina bet 
ter place, the laſt words I heard him utter were theſe, Eves 
fo, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly, Chriſt cannot cometoo 
ſoon for that heart that is ready to receive him. The Lo 
make us fit for his coming, and we ſhall be happy wheale- 
eyer he comes. | 
And now after all this that I have ſpoken, you will fay, 
I have ſaid nothing for the honour of this gooc Kaight, [have . 
not buried him hike himſclt;I have ftrew'd no flowers of Com- 
mendation upon his Herſe, befitting his Quality and Degree | 
. aſl 
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and the Houſe he came from. IT confefſe all this. As he de- 
fred all vain pomp and oftentation ſhould be laid afide at his 
Funerals; (For what have I donegſaid he,thatT] should deſerve 
it?)fo have I declined all pomp & vanity of wordsin the Pul- 


' pit, which isno place to ſhew our quainr and lofty ſtrains of - 


Oratoryy but our zeal to Gods glory, and the edification of 
hispeople» I came not ſo farre tofawn and flatter, but tore- 
fie my pious retpects to the memory of the Deady and my 
unfeigned affeCtion tothe Souls of the Living. 

Buc what ? Is this nothing, that he died a good Chriſtian ; 


that he loathed his former Vanities ; that he was truly hum- 


bled for his{ins, and reſted upon the Mercy of God in Chriſt 
for the free pardon of them ? If you yalue not theſe things, 
pardon mes if I thinkthere is nothing cobe yalued in you bur 
vanity ; and what the yalue of that will be, you will know 
atthe hour of Death. 'God grant you may know it ſooner, 
andthen you are happy, when you will finde thatpiety in the 
heart iSmoreto be accounted of, than all the wealth and ho- 
nour in the world. 


Ithink I have faid eno'gh to honour this Noble Knight at + 


his Frnerais, That he died a true Childe of God) and left a 
pood'y Inheritance on Earth, to be poflefed of a better in 
Heaycn, There have I a good ground to belieye he refts in 
Peace and joy, and there I hope we ſhall all meer at the 
alt, | 

And thiis in an holy intention to Gods glory, a zealous 
dfire of your good, and an honourable reſpe& to my Friend, 
T have now run through the duty of this day, not aiming 
(Gd knows my heart) at the lealt applauſe from you, nor 
yer valuing the cenſure of maleyolent {pijrirs, who ſhake oft 
all Charity to the Dead, and to the Living. I have eadea- 
youred co approve my ſelf faithful co God, in ſpeaking no- 
thing but the Truth ; faithful ro my ſelf; in the diſcharge of 
2 good Conſc.ence ; arid faithful ro my Friend) inpubliſhing 
the truth of his Converſion to the world. Thus have I ſought 
to honour God, to right your worthy Neighbour, and in ſo 
doing I hope I haye not wronged my lelf, al 

n 
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And now it is my earneſt prayer to God for you (notthar 
may injure the Dead, but inloye to your Souls) that af. 
you may haye the grace to live better than he did 3} And this 
Iwiſh again from my heart, hopingthe beſt of him, and fea. 
ring The worſt of {ome of  youz that ye may. obtain thei 
Faith and Repentance to die no worſe than he did. His $e 
now reſts in Biifle and joy 3 do ye that ſurvives labour tg 
Hcb, 4:9, enter into that Reſt which remains for the people of God in 
IT, the glorious Manfions of God the Father, + Now bellir you 

ſelves, and do your beſt for heaven ; while ye haye time and 
Ph:1.2.12, opportunity » work_ ont your own _— with fear and 
2 Pet, X« 10. trembling, ſhew all diligence by Faith, Repentance and 0. 
bedience (the old and ſure tra and roadto heaven) to make 
your calling and elefttion ſure ; live holily, that, ye may de 
comfortably. Learnto number your days; *to-ſpend yourtime 
aright to Gods glory and in his ſervice : Count it your ho- 
Nour to honour God ; your onely freedom, to {erve your Ma- 
ker. Be wiſe for Eternity, and defire -of God to keep your 
hearts upright in his f2a7, to give you fixed Spirits in tottering 
Times, 'and in the endto guide you all the right way to Hea- 
ven' and Happinefle'; to make you true Accomprants for 
Heavens /and to value the leaſt minute of yourtime: Andin 
this T will joyn with you in Pfayerz-both formy-ſelf andyou, 
w the words of my Text, Lords ſo teach us, &c Amen, 

Mens 


